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New Haven, Jxtly 25, 1863. 
Ebv. S. W. S. Dutton, D.D.,— 
Bear Sir : 

. The undersigned, members of your congregation^ 
in behalf of themselves and others, who listened with deep interest to your able 
Historical Sermon, preached the 5th inst., upon the completion of the Twenty-fifth 
year of your Pastorate among us, would hereby request you to favor them with a copy 
of the same for publication. 

L. W. FITCH, A. McALISTEE, 

ATWATEE TEEAT, WM. JOHNSON, 

EDWIN MAEBLE, HENEY BUTTON, 
W. HOOKEE. 



Mbssbs. L. W. ErroH, and others, — 

Gentlemen : 

The Discourse which you request for publica- 
tion, I submit to your disposal. 

Truly and affectionately yours, 

S. W. S. DUTTON, 
New Haven, Jult 26, 1863. 
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*'AXD TBOU 8BALT BWnMBBR ALL THB WAT WHIOH THX LOBD THT GoD HA1H 

LID THIS.*'-- 2)0m(. Tm : 2. 

It was twenty-five years last Wednesday since I was or- 
dained to the ministry of this church and congregation ; 
and it is twenty-five years to-day, since I preached my first 
or inaugural sermon as its pastor. 

The relation of pastor and people has often been likened 
to that of married life; and there is a beautiful custom 
in married life of celebrating the fiftieth anniversary of 
the marriage as a golden wedding, and the twenty-fifth 
anniversary as a silver wedding. A like custom has ob- 
tained in respect to the fiftieth and twenty-fifth anniver- 
saries of the union of pastor and people. This, then, is 
OUR SILVER WEDDING. It is a quarter of a century — a 
large part of the active life of any one person, and within 
five years of the estimated life of a generation — since we 
have been united in this sacred and endearing relation ; 
apd it is in suitable compliance with a reverent and comely 
ctistom that I devote a discourse to remembrance of the 
way in which, for this period, the Lord our God hath 
led us. 

It was on the eighth of April, 1838, that I was chosen 
to be pastor of this church, a few days after I was 
twenty-four years of age, and before I had completed my 
course of theological study, being in the third year of that 
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coursej and having been, according to custom, "licensed to 
preach, ^^ oFj in better congregational phrase, " approved and 
recommended to the churches as a person qualified to preach 
the gospel, '^ at the end of the second year of that course. 

This election to the pastoral office, occurred after I 
had preached to you for four Sabbaths : — and that was 
the beginning of my preaching. I had not preached 
before in any church with reference to a settlement, or in 
any church destitute of a pastor, nor indeed anywhere 
except in three or four instances on the invitation of 
fi'iends in tlie ministry. I had pursued my course of theo- 
logical study under the burden of performing at the same 
time the duties of a tutor in Yale College. It may, then, 
easily be credited that I felt great diffidence and hesitation 
about accepting the invitation to such an office, here under 
the shadow of a Theological Seminary, and of one of the 
first Colleges of the country, and in a community of cor- 
responding literary culture and corresponding standard of 
intellectual service. But I was encouraged to go forward 
by friends in whom I had reason to confide, especially my 
revered and beloved instructor in Didactic Theology, Rev. 
Dr. Taylor, And so, in my youth, inexperience and weak- 
ness, I cast myself on Hnn who promises strength accord- 
ing to the day, and accepted the call. 

After a vacation of a few weeks, I was ordained on the 
morning of Wednesday, June twenty-seventh, 1838 ; the 
Council having examined and recommended me for ordi- 
nation on the previous afternoon, and the church having, 
according to its custom, observed a day of fasting and 
prayer whh reference to the solemn and important event 
of receiving a pastor. Prf^sident Day was moderator of the 
Coniicil, and Rev. (now Dr.) Leonard Bacon, was scribe. 
The sermon was preached by my father, pastor of the First 
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church in Guilford; the ordaining prayer was offered by 
my theological teacher, Rev. Dr. Taylor; the charge was 
given by an aged and early friend, whose wife was the 
instructor of my childhood, Rev. Mr. Pineo, pastor of the 
First church in Milford ; and the right-hand-of-fellowship was 
offered by the pastor of the church which is so near and 
closely united with this as to be hardly distinct, Rev. Leon- 
ard Bacon, — a. right hand, I would here gratefully testify, 
whose pledges of counsel, sympathy, affection and aid, have 
been generously and faithfully fulfilled. 

The feelings with which I entered upon the duties and 
responsibilities of the office, may best be described by 
quoting the expression of them, which was made in my 
first sermon : " The solemn transactions of the past week 
have placed us in the peculiar and endearing relation of 
pastor and people. I have come among you *in weakness 
and in fear, and in much trembling.' I have come, as I 
believe, ' determined to know nothing among you but Jesus 
Christ and him cri]^ified.' For several years it has appeared 
to me an unspeakable privilege — it has been my ardent 
desire and prayer — to preach the unsearchable riches of 
Christ ; and I thank God that he has placed me in the 
ministry of the gospel. But the duties and responsibilities 
of this station, have appeared to me, especially for a few 
weeks past, a burden too great for me to bear; and it has 
seemed that I must soon sink under it." 

The feelings which were thus expressed, united with 
the labors of the parish and the pulpit, were a burden too 
heavy for me. I had but two sermons prepared in advance 
when I was ordained. My anxiety about preparation for 
the pulpit was intense, and was scarcely relieved when 
the Sabbath was over ; for it was then immediately directed 
to the coming Sabbath : and so burdening and engrossing 
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was it, that I had no attention, or hardly any vision for 
anything else ; I scarcely knew that the sky was blue and 
the grass was green. I had, moreover, a special anxiety 
with regard to the meeting of the church on Tuesday 
evening. With my short and imperfect spiritual experience 
to endeavor to instruct mature and aged christians, in extem- 
poraneous and familiar lectures, was more embarrassing and 
oppressive than to prepare and preach sermons for a mixed 
congregation. I had not then learned, as well as I after- 
wards learned, nor as well as I could now tell a young 
pastor in like circumstances, how to throw oflf this load 
of anxiety, especially upon the grace of Him who is ever 
ready to bear the burdens of those engaged in His service. 
It was no wonder, then, though my labors were more 
than appreciated, and were received with kindness and 
approbation, that my health soon gave way. I became 
the victim of constant oppression and pain in the head, 
and soon was attacked by chronic soreness of throat, so that 
after a little more than six months I was compelled to 
suspend pay labors. A vacation of three months, by the 
favor of a kind Providence, so far restored me that I was 
enabled to resume my service ; and during the remainder of 
the twenty-five years I have enjoyed, as I ought gratefully 
to acknowledge, more than the usual health of ministers. 

The condition of the church and congregation, when I 
became its pastor, was broken and impaired. About forty 
of the church, including some of its most active members, 
together with more of the congregation, had withdrawn, 
after the dismission of their late pastor, Rev. Mr. Sawyer, 
to form, under his pastoral care, what is now the Howe 
Street Church and Society. Previous to the two years' 
ministry of Mr. Sawyer, the church had been, for four 
years after the dismission of Rev. Mr. Merwin. without a 
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pastor. These facts, together with other influences for 
many years, had greatly impaired the soundness of the 
society's strength, especially by removing the young peo* 
pie, so that an unusually large proportion of the church 
and congregation was composed of elderly persons, whose 
children, in many instances, were elsewhere ; — an element 
of weakness from which we have never fully recovered. 

In my first sermon, in speaking of the preaching of 
the gospel as the principal duty of a minister, I said it 
should be p-eached in its purity, in its power, with prac- 
tical wisdom, with fidelity, with affectionate concern for 
the salvation of souls, with humble and suppliant reliance 
Upon the Spirit of grace. In a solemn review of my 
ministry, I can say that thus I have endeavored to preach 
the gospel. Yet I am conscious of such imperfections, 
and defects, and insufficiencies, and transgressions, in my 
sacred work, as to make it a blessed truth to my soul, 
that "the blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth from all sin." 

My theological views at the time of my ordination, were 

those of our New England theology, in the form in which 

they were set forth by the divines of the New Haveti 

school. They have remained substantially the same, though 

somewhat modified, and as I hope, enlarged and liberalized. 

I have learned, in my appeals for obedience to the gospel, 

to give the first and largest place to the sense of right 

and duty, rather than to the desire of happiness, and to 

rely more for the beginning and improvement of christian 

character, upon appeals to the spirit of benevolence and 

righteousness, of self-denial and self-sacrifice, than upon 

appeals to the spirit of self-love, or the desire of personal 

welfare. I have found myself growing into the habit of 

preaching more scripturally than theologically : that is, more 

by the presentation of truths and precepts as I find them 

2 
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in the Scriptures, than as I find them in theological sys* 
terns, professedly derived from the Scriptures, and giving 
their results in technical and scientific phraseology. I have 
learned also to look with more tolerance and sympathy 
upon schools and types of theology differing from that 
in which I was trained and which 1 now decidedly prefer ; 
appreciating more the idea that truth is many-sided, and 
that for the great variety of human wants, and tastes, and 
tendencies, all its many sides are needful and useful. And 
I can say the same of my feelings with reference to 
other christian denominations than that in which I was 
trained, and which I prefer. Though I began my min- 
istry with the strong conviction that all who are christians 
in heart belong to the one church of Christ, and, being 
fellowshipped by Him, should be fellowshipped by one 
another, that conviction has grown with my years in the 
ministry ; and I have been able to see more clearly the 
adaptations of the peculiarities of difierent christian churches 
or denominations to difierent classes of minds, and so to 
regard those peculiarities with less of aversion,— -indeed with 
more of favor. Moreover, in the eariy years of my min* 
istry, I had a disproportionate idea of the conversion of 
men, in comparison with the ]m{Nravement, growth, beauty 
and power of christian character. In this respect, there 
has been, I trust, a desirable change in my preaching, 
which aims, more than at first, at the latter object, yet 
not less strenuously, though more proportionately, at the 
former. And, indeed, I have come to place a larger esti- 
n^te than formerly on the means of instructing and train- 
ing, not only those who are but those who are not christ- 
ians in heart. Thus my estimate of Sabbath School 
instruction, though eqic^al at first 'to the common estimate, 
has been increased ; and I bava cpme to feel it my duty 
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and privilege, to give to it more personal attention and 
labor, indeed to be present and share in its services every 
Sabbath ; while I would not imply any deficiency or fault 
in those ministers whose health does not allow such an 
addition to the labors, of the Sabbath. 

In this connection I would notice gratefully, the advance- 
ment which our church has made in this department of 
christian influence and labor. Our church Sabbath School 
has been decidedly improved, as the years have passed 
on ; and of late we have established, in an appropriate 
building, that cost about $3,000, a Mission School, which 
is quite flourishing and useful ; and not more useful to 
the scholars than to the younger members of the church 
who constitute the body of its teachers. 

One important result, — ^perhaps the most important,— of 
the divinely appointed instrumentalities in a church, is the 
addition to its number by profession of faith ; for this 
very nearly measures the hopeful conversion of souls. I 
say the result of the divinely appointed instrumentalities, 
not merely of the ministry : for this result is to be as- 
cribed, under divine grace, not only to the ministry, but 
also to the varied influences of the church, especially in 
the instruction of the family and Sabbath School, and in 
the life and conversation of its members. 

During the twenty-five years which we are reviewing, 
there have been added to this church by letter and pro- 
fession of faith, seven hundred and fifty-two, of which the 
larger part, four hundred and two, were by profession of 
faith. During the same period we have dismissed and 
recommended a large number, three hundred and eighty, 
to other churches. 1 have thought that we have dis- 
missed to churches in the cities of New York and BrooklyUi 
enough to make a well numbered church. 
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These additions, which should make us grateful that 
they have been so many, and yet humble us because they 
have been no more, have been in large measure due to 
revivals of religion ; yet not in so large a measure as is 
generally supposed. About two-thirds, as nearly as I can 
estimate, have been the result of those specisd refreshings 
from the presence of the Lord which are called revivals of 
religion. These occurred in great power in the years 1840, 
1841, and 1^58, and in a less, but very noticeable degree, 
in 1846, 1849, 1851, and 1867. This result proves, what 
I have often declared to you, that while on the one hand, 
we have reason very highly to appreciate and labor and 
pray for revivals of religion ; on the other band, we are 
not to suppose that the work of God makes no progress 
at other times, even in the form of conversions to Christ, 
and much less makes no progress in the way of maturing, 
establishing, strengthening and developing christian character. 
Indeed, we have blessed evidence, that the Spirit of God 
is ever present with a true church, and with every true christ- 
ian, and ready to second any evangelical effort which they 
may make. Indeed, the remark, which is often inconsid- 
erately made, that a church which is not in a revival of 
of religion, is " forsaken of the Spirit of God," is preposter- 
ous or self-contradictory ; for there is no continuance of 
christian life, or christian virtue, or christian endeavor, where 
the Spirit of God is not present to inspire and aid it. 

Some one has illustrated the different methods of gather- 
ing souls to Christ, by the different modes in which fruit 
is gathered. Now there comes a strong wind which shakes 
down the fruit very abundantly. This illustrates the pow- 
erful effect when the Spirit of God comes like a rushing 
mighty wind, in a great revival of religion. Then, at an- 
other time, the fruit-gatherer and his helpers go into the 
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trees and shake- the fruit down upon the earth. This 
illustrates the mode and result when extraordinary measures 
are used for the immediate conversion of men, like pro- 
tracted services, and the calling in of an evangelist. But 
in both these cases, the fruit, as it lies upon the ground, 
is some of it defective, and some of it bruised. Another 
mode of the fruit-gatherer is to take his ladder and 
with his basket go into the tree and carefully pick 
off the fruit by hand. In this way it is gathered not so 
rapidly, but in good measure, and in the best condition. 
This hand-picking illustrates the method of the spiritual 
fmit-gatherer, who watches his opportunities, and seeks by 
personal interviews with individuals to lead them to Christ 
and salvation. Now all these methods have their merits. 
But it is only what I ought to say on this occasion, that 
as the results of my experience and observation, I have 
come more and more to value this latter method of pick- 
ing fruit by hand, — by access to individual minds. My 
own ministry has been far more blessed in this way than 
in any other, so far as it respects the work of bringing 
about the closing of souls with the invitations and sal- 
vation of Christ. Of course, preaching, and instruction, and 
various other influences had, in their place, a bearing toward 
that result, and perhaps a more important bearing, yet not 
so direct. 

Another result that should be aimed at in a ministra- 
tion of the gospel to a church and congregation, is the 
{NTomotion of benevolent and practical sympathy with the 
cause of Christ throughout the world, in obedience to the 
command given by Him to his disciples, " Go ye into all 
the world and preach the gospel to every creature." My 
ministry among you began at a period when our churches 
had been instructed and moved to a considerable degree 
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of sympathy and liberality toward the various branches of 
missionary and evangelizing labor at home and abroad. 
But there was room for improvement in this respect. And 
you will bear me witness that I have earnestly and per- 
sistently endeavored to cultivate in you the spirit of christ- 
ian missions to the sinful, the suffering and the lost, and 
the manifestation of that spirit by prayer and by liberal 
giving. And we have reason to-day to be thankful to 
Him who blesses His word, that this end has in some 
measure been accomplished; though we have reason still 
to be humble for our deficiencies in this respect. There 
are many among you who have formed the habit of liberal 
and cheerful giving; who have large and generous views 
of their duty to their fellow-men that need the gospel at 
home and abroad ; who do good with their money on prin- 
ciple, and by rule as well as impulse, and enjoy the luxury 
of it. Though the church and congregation were among 
the more advanced in evangelical benevolence at the time 
of my ordination, your contributions have been much in- 
creased — about doubled. Twenty years ago I introduced 
the custom of having an annual meeting of the church, 
for reports,- and among others, a report of the contri- 
butions to objects of benevolence ; so that I have the 
material for an estimate of what has been given by the 
congregation during the last twenty years. I regret that 
I have not the means of estimating it for the previous 
five years. The amount in the last twenty years, accord- 
ing to these reports, is seventy-six thousand, nine hundred 
and eighty-nine dollars and twenty-one cents. ($76,989. ft'y) 
May we in the future have grace to carry into practice still 
more fully the principle that all which we possess, or can 
possess, is the Lord's. 
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I ought not, in this review, to overlook the fact that 
during my ministry, and especially at certain periods of 
it, I have had a sore trial of feeling in the aversion of 
many of my people to my preaching upon one subject, to 
which I have felt it my duty to apply the principles 
and precepts of the gospel. I have had, as I now have, 
a deep conviction and abhorrence of the exceeding injus- 
tice and wickedness of the system of human bondage, 
which prevails in a part of our country. It has been 
plain to me that all the citizens of the country are in 
. some degree responsible for its continuance, or at least 
bound to make suitable efforts for its removal, certainly 
responsible for the extension and the additional protection 
which from time to time have been given to it by our 
national government; and therefore I have felt bound to 
apply to such an unrighteous system, and to all impli- 
cated in it, whether by what they have done to favor 
it, or by what they have not done to oppose and remove 
it, the precepts of Him who has made all men of one 
blood, and who came to preach deliverance to the captives, 
and the opening of the prison doors to them that are 
bound. Yet not a few among you, and some of the most 
influential, have been very averse to the mention of the 
subject in the pulpit. And my persistence in speaking of 
it, as it seemed to me, on suitable occasions and in suitable 
degree, has caused not a few at various times to leave the 
congregation. I allude to the subject now, to say that 
the consciousness that my conscientious course respecting 
it has been a trial to so many of my congregation, has 
been a greater trial to me; and that in looking back, if 
I have anything to blame myself for in this matter, it 
is not for too great, but too little zeal and boldness and 
thoroughness respecting it. And I will add a grateful ex- 
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pression of 9atisfa<^tion that the provideuce of God, and 
the fearful scenes of rebellion and war, caused by slavery, 
through which we are now passing, completely rindicate 
my course, even in the opinion of many who have dif* 
fered from me ; while I have no reproaches to Utter be- 
cause they have been later than myself in their present 
righteous convictions and feelings. 



But preaching, though the chief, is not the only duty 
of a minister. Pastoral service in visiting the sick and 
afflicted, and in regular calls upon all ' his people, is justly 
required of him. Of this service I can truly say I have 
done an unusual amount. It has been my plan, which 
I have generally accomplished, to call upon all my people 
once a year ; which in so large a congregation, is all that 
can properly be expected, and more than is generally done. 
If in any cases I have failed to do this, it has been from 
oversight, not from intentional neglect. To the sick and 
the afflicted, both 83rmpathy and duty dictate more fre- 
quent visits. These I have endeavored faithfully to make. 
And how many have they been ! Into how many cham- 
bers of sickness have I entered in these twenty-five years ! 
Beside how many of the dying have I knelt. In how 
many dwellings, dark with the sorrows of bereavement, have 
I felt the sympathy of a pastor and a brother. It is not 
for me to say in what numner I have performed these 
duties. Certain I am that in their performance I have 
often had a painful consciousness of embarrasment and 
deficiency, especially in the earlier part of my ministry. 
Yet I can say that I have regarded them as the most 
sacred and tender of my duties. And in the belief, which 
without presumption I may indulge, that I have been in 
some degree a minister of divine consolation and sym- 
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pathy, of divine comfort, and light, and peace, to the be- 
reaved, the sick, and the dying, I am devoutly thankful, 

I may, at times, have appeared to neglect the sick. This, 
however, has been only in appearance, not from intentioa. 
Usually it has been because I have not known of their 
sickness. And here let me make the suggestion that it 
ought not to be supposed that a pastor will of course 
know who among his people, scattered through a city of 
forty thousand inhabitants, is sick. And therefore it is well 
to conform to the direction of the apostle^ '^ Is any sick 
among you? let him call for the Elders of the church.'' 
Certainly he should not impute neglect to a pastor, unless 
he knows that in some way the pastor has been informed 
of his sickness. 



There are changes during these twenty-five years, which 
in this review command our attention. In the first place, 
in this Sanctuary itself, there was made, thirteen years ago, 
a change and re-modeling of the interior, which is a great 
improvement, both in architectural beauty, and in fitness for 
the purposes of the Sanctuary — ^preaching, hearing and wor- 
ship. This was done at large expense, which, for a time, 
encumbered us with a debt, now happily defrayed. Nothing 
in this respect remains to be desired, except a better OrgaUj 
which we seriously need. The Organ we have is a very 
cheap, and very poor one; which was not designed to be 
permanent, but only to answer a temporary purpose, while 
an Organ of a new and greatly superior kind, was in pro- 
cess of construction, which we failed to getj not by our 
own fault, but by the failure of the inventor. I commend 
this matter to the able and liberal among you, as one 
having an important bearing on the comfort and delight of 
worship, and upon the welfare of the society. 
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In ^the assembly, worshiping in this Sanctuary, what 
changes have occurred in this quarter of a century ! 
Where are they who composed this congregation in 
the early years of my ministry? How many are no 
more in any congregation of the living on earth ! The 
elderly people of that day are gone, almost every one. 
Instead of the fathers are the children, and even the 
children's children. Of those who acted officially in the 
call given to me by the church, — the moderator of the 
meeting, and the committee appointed to communicate 
the call, are among the dead. Of the six Deacons of 
the church at the time of my ordination, but two are 
among the living ; and four of those since chosen 
have deceased. Four years after my ordination, I gave 
a history of the church during its first century, then 
completed. Of the six gentlemen who were a committee 
to request a copy of those discourses for publication, all 
have long since died. Of those who have died, an un- 
usual number have been persons of eminent character. 
I do not think there is any congregation in the State 
in which, during the same period, so many eminent 
persons have deceased; or any other minister in the 
State who has so often been required by manifest propriety 
to give a sketch of the life and character of those he has 
been called to bury. My biographical sketches, in the form of 
funeral addresses, which have been published, would make 
a large volume. In the remembrance, I mourn that so 
much of greatnesss and goodness has passed away from 
earth, and I am thankful that I have been permitted to do 
anything, however humble, to perpetuate their memory. 

Then, there are changes in my own family circle, and 
in myself. When I was ordained my parents were both 
living. Now they are both gone. Their dust sleeps, till 
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the morning of the resurrection, iu the cemetry of the an- 
cient town where they spent their lives in the service of 
Christ and of souls; and over their tomb is written the 
just inscpption, "They that be wise shall shine as the 
brightness of the firmament ; and they that turn many to 
righteousness as the stars forever and ever." There is 
change in myself. I have been accustomed to number 
myself with young men. But one who has been in the 
ministry a quarter of a century, who will celebrate this 
month the thirtieth anniversary of his graduation, and has 
entered on his fiftieth year, cannot longer call himself 
young. The conviction has been forced upon me, though 
with difficulty, that henceforth I must be reckoned among 
elderly men. And over my house has come of late a dark 
cloud in the threatening illness of one dearer to me than 
my own soul, your considerate and liberal kindness to 
whom has bound you to me in still closer bonds of affec- 
tion. 

And this reminds me that, here on this peculiar occasion, 
I may be excused for speaking of that, of which I have 
been reluctant to give any expression except by deeds — my 
affection for you, my people. When you chose me as 
your pastor, and I yielded to your call, you were my first 
and only choice. I gave you the affections of. my youth ; 
and my love has been strengthened year after year by the 
scenes of duty and privilege, and of fellowship in joy and 
sorrow, through which we have passed together. I have 
never sought or desired any other position; but in the ear- 
lier and later years of my ministry have declined several 
overtures, which others have thought quite attractive. And 
on your part, I gratefully acknowledge your generous ap- 
preciation of my services, your forbearance toward my 
many faults, and your sympathy and kindness. I have 
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hot wondered that some of you have not been satisfied 
with my services, much less have I thought it a reason for 
blame or reproach. With my consciousness of my own 
deficiencies, I have only wondered that the number has 
not been greater. 



'• V- 



We have entered on another quarter of a century. Who 
of us will see its end ? Few of those who are now beyond 
the middle of life. For myself, I know that the sun has 
passed the meridian. My life-shadow, which I have been 
accustomed to see stretching toward the west, has shortened, 
and turned^ and now extends toward the east ; and it 
lengthens as I go. But I do not regret this. Rather do I 
rejoice at it. For it indicates my approach to a higher 
and more perfect service of Him to whom I long to devote 
all my being. May He, till I come to that more perfect 
ministry, make me patient, faithful and successful. 

And let • me afiectionately entreat you all not to " re- 
ceive the grace of God in vain," but so to serve Him 
here, that the purity and blessedness of his heavenly 
service wiH be assuredly yours. 
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